Essay Proposal Template

Your essay proposal requires two elements: an opening paragraph, and an annotated bibliography. The proposal should be about three to four pages in length, double spaced, 12 pt. font. 

The Opening Paragraph

In this opening paragraph, you should clearly identify what state or country you’ll be exploring in your paper, as well as discussing the sub-theme that you will be exploring in more detail. My suggestion would be to spend some time exploring the sites that I’ve linked from Blackboard to determine which state, and sub-theme, you think would be ideal to explore. 

The paragraph should be about two pages in length, double-spaced, and should establish the parameters of your paper as clearly as possible. This paragraph should serve as a blueprint around which the rest of the essay will be structured. As such, you should read the sources that you will use before writing this introductory paragraph. 

You are able to change your chosen sub-theme after the proposal is submitted, but the purpose of the proposal is to give you a solid base of ideas from which to work. 

Your opening paragraph should include a clear thesis question- a central question which your paper seeks to address. I will speak more about thesis questions in class in the coming weeks. 

The Annotated Bibliography


The annotated bibliography will be a list of FIVE sources, chosen from the websites I have listed on Blackboard or other sources that you may find, which will serve as the basis for the beginning of your research. The sources should be directly relevant to the sub-theme that you have chosen to explore for your paper. For example, if you are looking at control of the media and state censorship in North Korea, articles on Kim Jung Il’s nuclear threats against South Korea will not be useful. Part of the challenge here is to find articles that apply fairly directly to the issue that you’ll be exploring in more detail.
The annotation, or description, of each source should address three key questions:

1. In brief, what is this article about? What is its central idea? 

2. Who is the author, and what is her or his professional background? 
2. What is the value or relevance of this source to your research paper? 
I have provided links on Blackboard to help you with writing an annotated bibliography.
Sample Annotation:
Your annotation should follow the following basic format:

Author, ‘Title of Article’, Name of Newspaper, Source or Website, Date of Posting.

Website URL. (Date accessed). 

Here is a sample annotation:
Sang-Hun, Choe. ‘In Propaganda Video, Only North Korea Sleeps Easy’ 

New York Times, 5 February 2013.
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/06/world/asia/north-korean-propaganda-video-imagines-attack-on-us. (Accessed October 19, 2014)
This is an interesting article which details North Korea’s release of a fantastical propaganda video which depicts the invasion of New York City by North Korean and Russian forces. It was released in conjunction with North Korea’s nuclear rocket testing, and was intended to raise the country’s morale and pride. It was published in the New York Times, and it was written by Choe Sang-Hun, a Pulitzer Prize winning journalist from South Korea. The article will be useful for my paper as it illustrates North Korea’s use of propaganda in justifying its belligerent relations with the international community- the United Nations, the United States and South Korea particularly. In fact, it seems as if the constant invocation of external enemies is part of what keeps the regime of Kim Jung Il so firmly in control in North Korea itself. This aspect of North Korea’s use of propaganda will be explored further in my paper. 
Themes to Explore
Choose ONE of these themes to address in the remainder of your paper. Note that the specific theme in your paper will be narrower than any of these general themes, but you should choose one of these general themes to begin:

Totalitarian economies:

How strictly does this government (or regime) control economic production?

Describe how the government controls the economy.

Is the country actively engaged in foreign trade?

Is private wealth allowed to exist?

Propaganda, Culture and Education:

Does this state (or regime) regulate or censor the production of culture? (Art, films, movies, books, etc)?

How free is the press in this country? (Are journalists and bloggers jailed, or worse? Is open criticism of the regime in the media acceptable?)

Does open access to the internet exist?

Does the state strictly regulate school curriculum? Does official ideology appear in the curriculum? Are private schools allowed?

Family values and social policy:

Does the state dictate social policy to its population? (For example, are the rights of women constricted, or are certain minorities denied care or legal rights?)

Are men, solely by virtue of their gender, more powerful in this state?

Are religious minorities accepted, or persecuted?

Is divorce legal? Abortion? Birth control? 

Totalitarian terror:

Does a secret police exist to monitor the population?

Does the state jail political activists?

How does this state monitor and deal with threats from within?

Are there examples of challenges to the regime’s authority that were put down by force?

Diplomacy and Statecraft:

Does this state observe international laws?

Have international organizations (such as the UN) criticized the policies of this state? (If so, which policies?)

Does this state threaten its neighbours with aggression?
Grading Rubric for the Annotated Bibliography

1. Has you opening paragraph clearly stated your chosen state, and clearly identified and discussed a sub-theme for further examination? Does the opening paragraph include a clear thesis statement or question?

Excellent: 5.00



Very Good: 3.75
Good: 2.75




Marginal: 2.00

2. Does your annotated bibliography list FIVE relevant sources? Is each source properly annotated, addressing the questions outlined on the previous page?

Excellent: 5.00



Very Good: 3.75

Good: 2.75




Marginal: 2.00

3. Is your writing clear, structurally sound and free of grammatical and stylistic errors?

Excellent: 5.00



Very Good: 3.75

Good: 2.75




Marginal: 2.00

